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like processes; ingesting food by flowing around and engulfing it;
the absorbed food-material (diatoms, algae, etc.) is often conspicu-
ous. There are several species that vary in size and in the character
of the pseudopodia. A common habitat is the superficial ooze of
ponds or ditches. (PL XI, Fig. 4.)
Arcella.
An amoeba-like organism enclosed in a chitinoid shell that is vari-
able in shape, but more or less campanulate or dome-shaped, and
that has a circular, somewhat concave base. When seen from
above, it is disk-shaped, with a pale circular spot in the middle;
when seen from the side, the upper surface is strongly convex.
The shell usually has a brown color, and is sometimes smooth and
sometimes hexagonally marked. The protoplasmic mass occupies
the central portion of the shell, but pseudopodia project through
an opening in the concave base. There are many species, differing
in shape and in the marks, ridges, etc., on the shell. A. vulgaris
is the most common. (PL XI, Figs. 5 and 6.)
Difflugia..
Body enclosed in a spherical or pear-shaped membrane in which
sand-grains, etc., are embedded. The lower part is sometimes
prolonged as a neck, at the end of which is situated the mouth,
through which finger-like pseudopodia may project. The surface
of the shell Is very rough and usually has a brownish or a gray
color. Diatoms, etc., are frequently attached to the shell. The
contained protoplasmic mass frequently has a green color, but the
pseudopodia are colorless. There are several species, varying in
shape and size. The diameter of Difflugia shells varies from 35
to 300 M. (PL XI, Fig. 7.)
SUB-CLASS RETICULARIA
Rhizopoda covered with a secreted shell-like membrane
with agglutinated particles of lime or sand. The projected
pseudopodia are not finger-like, as in the Lobosa, but thread-
like and delicately and acutely branched. The external
denser layer of protoplasm is not as well marked as in the
Lobosa. The shell is sometimes perforated by apertures.
Euglypha.
Body enclosed in a hyaline, ovoid shell, composed of regular hex-
agonal plates of chitinoid membrane, arranged in alternating longi-
tudinal series. At the mouth the plates form a serrated margin.
The upper portion of the shell is sometimes provided with spines.